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big bite out of a cookie.

“One of my interests
in doing a Hawaiian lan-
guage play was making
the language more acces-
sible to everybody,” Mat-
tos explains. “My goal
was to use simple dia-
logue and teach the audi-
ence a few words in
Hawaiian. I'm hoping
it will be engaging for

~ members of the Hawai-
ian-speaking community
and for people who don’t
know much of the lan-
guage.” ;

Colorful characters in
the show include ‘Ele-

Iu the cockroach, Popoki
the cat, ‘Ilio the dog and
Manu, an elusive bird.

. These creatures help
Mama find her lei as the
sun rises on a beautiful
Hawaii morning.

The artistic team
includes Ka‘iulani Lum

. Ho, Jenn Eng and Kenny
Davis. Actors are Kimo

Apaka, ‘Anela Hoke, Lil-
inoe Kauahikaua, Betty
Jo Lewis, Kaniuloa Ohia,
Trey Saunders, Kaitaro
Tamashiro, Kumele Tio-
gangco and Kaiulu Tio-
gangco.

~“Kakahiaka” is the
first non-English play
Mattos has written, but
what she expected to be
her greatest challenge
with the production
turned out not to be an
issue at all.

“I needed actors who
could sing, dance, act
and ‘olelo Hawaii. That
was a tall order,” Mat-
tos says. “I worried I
wouldn’t get enough -
actors to fill the roles.
The surprising thing was
that we were able to find
people who could do
all four of those things
and several of them are
young kids.”

She adds that part

Played by Kaitaro Tamashiro, ‘Elelu, a character from the original musical “Kakahiaka,” prepares to take a

of the challenge in the
resurgence of the Hawai-
ian language is to get it
out of the classroom and
see it more widely used
in the community. The
festival is part of that
effort.

“There is a diverse
offering at Keaka,” Mat-
tos says. “It’s a lot to
offer this early in the
efforts to create Hawai-
ian language theater: an
academic panel presen-
tation, a hands-on work-
shop, a Hawaiian lan-
guage opera and a West-
ern-style children’s musi-
cal offered in Hawaiian.
It’s pretty exciting.”

Johnson is laying the
groundwork, hoping that
the festival can continue
for years to come.

“This is another lay-
er to the movement,” she
says. “People are notic-
ing and realizing the

Courtesy photo

importance of some-
thing like this. We want
the Hawaiian language
to come back but not just
for those who are Hawai-
ian language majors.

We want it everywhere.
That’s when we know a

- language has truly come

back: when it’s not just
in the classroom.”

Keaka: The Hawai-
ian Language Theatre
Festival is sponsored by
the UH-Hilo Perform-
ing Arts Department
and underwritten by the
Kipuka Native Hawai-
ian Student Center. All
events are free and open
to the public. No reserva-
tions are required.

For more information,
call Johnson at 937-6600
or email keakafestival@
gmail.com.

Email Katie Young
Yamanaka at BIVHawaii @
gmail.com.






